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Foreign Universities
Enter India: What It

Means for the Next
Generation of Students

India’s higher education landscape

enters a new era WHY THIS MATTERS

@

RS News Bureau Global degrees

closer to home
Students may earn
internationally recognised
qualifications while
studying in India.

New Delhi, June 10: In a landmark move

et to transform India’s higher education
landscape, the University Grants Commission
(UGC) has granted approvals to several
globally ranked foreign universities,
including the University of Bristol, University
of York, and UNSW (University of New
South Wales), to establish campuses in

India.

World-class learning
experience

Access to global faculty,
curricula, and research
ecasystems.

The decision, aligned with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, marks one of
the most significant higher-education
reforms in decades and opens the door for
Indian students to access world-class
education without leaving the country.

Lower cost than
studying abroad

Potentially more affordable
than overseas education
with similar exposure.

@ 9

Officials say more top-ranked institutions
are expected to follow as India positions
itself as a global education hub.

b

More opportunities
within India

Strengthens research,
innovation, jobs and

industry connections. |

FULL REFORT ON PAGE 2

KEY QUESTIONS STUDENTS ARE ASKING

Wil degrees Wil fees be Will peacements ‘Which cities
carry the same lower than improve? will host these
value? overseas study?

campuses? |

HYDERABAD EDUCATION WATCH UGC WATCH
~

Telangana Schools N June 30 ABC Deadline UGC NET City Slips

Reopen June 15; Focus T‘{ ‘ Signals Major Digital Released Ahead of __..
Shifts to Academic ! | Education Shift June Examination

Readiness L RS News Bureau Cycle

B3 v sy New Delhi, June 10: The University RS News Bureau

Hyderabad, June 10: G and Grants Commission has directed all MNew Delhi, June 10: The Mational

private schools scross Telangana will
reapen on June 15 following a revised
academic calendar isswed by the School
Education Department.

Officials said the decision was taken
alter consultation with stakeholders,
considering academic preparerdenss and
climatic conditions.

Why International
Education May

June 30, 2026.

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 4

3 - More than 18

AY/ foreign universities ~ Become More
are now approved, Accessible
Than Ever

operational, or in

various stages of The arrival of foreign universitics
e may reduce barriers associated

e‘ﬂabhsmns campuses with overseas education while

in India. expanding global learning

opportunities for [ndian students.

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 7

higher education institutions to upload
academic credit records to the Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC) portal before

The move is part of India’s puoh
nowards a digital, Aexible and
student-centric education ecosystem,

Globally ranked universities coming to India could reshape the future of higher education.

CUET Results Expected Soon
as University Admissions

Race Intensifies

RS News Bureau

Mew Delhi, June 10; With the CUET
UG examination cycle completed,
thousands of students across India are
now awaiting scorecards that will
determine admission opportunities
across central, state, deemed and
private universities.

The Mational Testing Agency (NTA)
is expected to release the CUET UG
results shortly as evaluation processes
reach the final stage.

)

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 5

CAMPUS INTELLIGENCE

Global Degrees.
Indian Campuses.
Local Opportunities.

Experts believe the next decade could
witness the biggest tranaformation in
Indian higher education since liberalisation.

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 8

N.QTIDNAL EXAM WATCH

Testing Agency (NTA) has released T
advance city intimation slips for - :
UGC NET June 2026 candidates.

Aspirants can now plan travel and

logistics ahead of the exam as admit

cards will be issued soon. .

FULL REPORT ON PAGE &

WHY IT MATTERS

» Determines eligibility for
hundreds of universities

* Influences course and
college choices

= Impacts scholarship
opportunities

+ Shapes future career
pathways

FULL REPORT ON PAGE 3

EDITORIAL

The Question Is No Longer
Whether Education Will Change

The question is whether students
will change with it.
India’s higher-education system is becoming
more global, more digital, and more flexible.
Students who understand these changes
early may gain an advantage that extends
far beyond the classroom.
- Mohammed Ismail
Editor, Republic Student
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HIGHER EDUCATION |

RESEARCH & INNOVATION

India Climbs in
Global Research
Impact Rankings

RS Mews Bureau

India has improved its position in the
Mature Index 2026, strengthening

its standing among the world's
leading research nations.

Indian institutions recorded notable
gains in high-impact publications
across disciplines including physical
sciences, chemistry, and earth &
environmental sciences.

Experts attribute the progress to
increased research funding, stronger
industry-academia collaboration,
and rising global partnerships.
However, they stress that sustained
investment in research ecosystems
and faculty development remains
critical to long-term growth,

FULL STORY ON PAGE 4

PAGE 2

SKILLING | INNOVATION | SCHOO | RESEARCH

NEP 2020 Transforms
Teacher Education:

New Standards
Now in Force

R5 News Bureau

B B

Fedagogy
Assessment

Ineclusion

The National Education Policy 2020% reforms in teacher
education have entered a decisive phase with the
implementation of new curricular standards across
teacher training institutions.

The Mational Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)
has notified updated regulations focusing on
multidisciplinary learning, practical training, inclusive
pedagogy, and technology integration,

All teacher education programmes must now align
 to build

: s tee doci
with f ks desip

2lst-century classroom competencies.

The move aims to elevate the quality, relevance, and
professional status of teaching across India,

FULL STORY ON PAGE 5

Quality teaching is the
foundation of quality education.
These reforms will shape the
classrooms of the future.

= Prof. Anuradha Tandon
Education Policy Expert

SCHOOL EDUCATION

CBSE Expands Mental
Health Support for
Students Nationwide

RS News Bureau

The CBSE has launched Phase 2 of its
National Mental Health and Wellbeing
Programme, extending counselling and
psychological support to more than
12,000 schools.

The initiative includes training for school
counsellors, digital wellbeing resources,
peer-support models, and early
intervention systems,

Officials say the focus is to create safe,
supportive, and inclusive environments
that help students manage stress, anxiety,
and neademic pressure.

FULL STORY ON PAGE 7

HIGHER EDUCATION
IITs Launch Joint

Al Research
Consortium

R3 News Bureau

INTERNATIONAL TRENDS

Australia Eases Post-Study
Work Rules to Attract
Global Talent

RS MNews Bureau

Australia has announced significant changes to its post-
study work visa rules starting July 2026, allowing
graduates of in-demand courses to stay longer.

Seven 1ITs have come together to form the
IIT Al Research Consortium to advance
collaborative research in artificial

STEM graduates may now be eligible for up to 4 years intelligence,
of post-study work rights, while research graduates

The consortium will focus on foundational
may get up to 6 years,

Al models, ethical Al, real-world
The move aims to attract global talent and strengthen applications, and national priorities.

Australin’s innovation and workforce pipelines.
HRs It aims to position India as a global leader

FULL STORY ON PAGE 6 in responaible and inclusive Al innovation.

— FULL STORY ON PAGE 5

THINK FUTURE

_ : _ Skills may open

@. doors. Curiosity
keeps them open.

PAGE 2 EDITORIAL

The Only Constant Is Change

Technology will evalve,
Industries will disrupt,
Jobs will transform.

But one advantage will
remain timeless — the

Students today are entering
a world where adaprdaility,
creativity, and compassion

matter more than ever,

Edueation s no longer about
preparing for a job,

It bs about preparing for life.
And life is wonderfully
unpredictable.

STUDENT VOICE. FUTURE VISION.

INTERNATIONAL

SKILLING & EMPLOYABILITY

India’s First National
Micro-Credential
Framework
Unveiled

RS News Bureau

The Ministry of Education, in collaboration
with NSDC, has introduced a National
Micro-Credential Framework to recognise
short-term learning and skill-based
achievements,

The framework aims to bridge the gap
between traditional degrees and industry
requirements by enabling learners to stack
credentials and build flexible career
pathways,

It will initially cover emerging sectors

such as Al, green energy, cyber security,
Iogistics, and advanced manufacturing.
Industey lesiders believe this will significantly
improve employability, especially among
young learners and werking professionals,

FULL STORY ON PAGE 6

ATA WATCH

Education Snapshot 2026
4.33 CRORE
2R

Students enrolled in
higher eduecation
(AISHE 2024-25)

28.7%

Gross Enrolment Ratio
in higher education

1.18 LAkH

Colleges and institutions
in India

48.6%

Female enrolment in
higher education

D06

QUOTE OF THE DAY

‘ ‘ Education is the passport
to the future, for tomorrow
belongs to those who
prepare for it today.
= Malcolm X
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LEAD STORY

The Research Generation:
Why India’s Next Top Students
May Be Researchers, Not Toppers

By Mohammed Ismail
Editor, Republic Student

or generations, academic
F success in India has been
measared through
examinations. Ranks determined
admissions. Marks determined

opportunities, Scores determined
recognition.

This transformation reflects a changing
economic reality.

Artificial intelligence can retrieve
information, Automation can process
data. Machines can increasingly perform
routine analytical tasks,

The himan advantage is moving elsewhere.
Toward curiosity. Toward creativity. Toward
discovery, Toward innovation.

Educational institutions across the world

Yet a profound shift is beginning

to emerge across higher education.

Universities increasingly seek
students who can investigate
questions rather than merely
answer them,

Research, once viewed as a
specialised activity reserved for
doctaral scholars and academics,
is gradually becoming an essential
component of undergraduate
education.

NATIONAL RESEARCH WATCH

PM Research Chair Scheme
Signals India’s Innovation
Ambition

E . PM RESEARCH
\ CHAIR SCHEME

The Ministry of Education’s Prime Minister
Research Chair Scheme represents one of
the moat ambitious efforts to attract globally

increasingly recognise that future graduates
miust be capable of generating knowledge
rather than simply consuming it.

India’s emerging research coosystem reflects
this understanding.

The recently launched Prime Minister
Research Chair (PMRC) Scheme seeks to
connect globally accomplished researchers
with Inidian institutions across pricrity sectors
including artificial intelligence, semiconductors,
bistechnology, eybersecurity, advanced
manufacturing, climate science, and
healtheare innovation.

For students, the implications are significant,

India’s Technical Institutions
Build a New Academic
Highway

IIT Delli and eighteen National Institutes
of Technology have established o i

66 The universities that shape the future
may not merely teach students what is known.
They may teach students how to discover
what is not yet known.99

Al EDUCATION WATCH UNIVERSITY OF THE FUTURE

Why Every Student May Five Things Students
Need Artificial Intelligence Should Look For

accomplished Indian-origin hers int
India’s research ecosyatem.,

The initiative spans thirteen strategic sectors
and aims to strengihen mnavation capacity
across premier institutions.

WHY STUDENTS SHOULD CARE

The strongest universitics of the future will
ncreasingly be those connected to active
reszarch ecosystems.

Students entering such environments gain
exposure fo;

= Emerging technologies

& Industry partnerships

= Research laboratories

= Innovation projects

« Global academic networks
Tomorrow's employability may depend as
much on research exposure as on classseom
performanee,

PAGE 3 EDITORIAL

The Future Belongs To Knowledge Creators A 28 @

network designed to promate student mobdlity,
faculty collsboration, and research partnerships.

The initiathve inchides direct pathways for
high-performing students into advanced
p and meechanisms for academi
eredit mobility.

BEYOND RANKINGS

Educational experts believe this initiative
reflects a broader shift.

Universities are moving from competition
toward collaberation.

The future student may increasingly learn
across inatitutions rather than within & single
inatinnzomal bowndary.

Enowledge networks are replacing
inatinutional silos.

Literacy Beyond Placements
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES
Can students participate in
EInnovation projects?
FACULTY ACCESSIBILITY
Are professors available
beyond classrooms?
INDUSTRY INTEGRATION
Do students solve real-world

(CHSE has already expanded initiatives around problems?

sputational thinlding and artificial intelligence
for younger bearnars, reflecting a growing GLOn].nl_ EFWGUN;
consersus that Al Hreracy will beeome a Dioes leaming extend boyond

5 local perspectives?

1 i y foar fu ations.
“The objective is not to transform every student INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING
inte a programmer. Can students combine
multiple Gelds?

The abjective is to ensure thal every student

understands how intelligent sysems influenes

soclety, work, communication, and decision-making. | The future rewards versatility.
Shudents entssing unherahies diring the next Universities must therefore
decade will kel gradute info veorkplas cultivate versatility.

where Al ks Integrated into nearly every profeasion.

The question is no longer whether students

shoald learn Al

The question is how earty they should begin.

STUDENT SUCCESS SPOTLIGHT

Why Reading Remains

the Ultimate

Competitive Advantage
- ¥ o |

g

Technology evolves, Industries change,
Skills become obsolete.

One habit remaing remarkably durable.
Reading.

R h i Iy d es

that strong reading habits improve
comprehension, communication,
critical thinking, creativity, and
long-term learning capacity.

Students often search for shorteuts
to success.

Reading remains one of the few
advantages available to everpone.

And one of the few that compounds
over time.

Leadership Begins
Before Graduation

Many students believe leadership
starts when they enter employment.

In reality, leadership begins
much earfier.

It begins when students:
» Organise initiatives

+ Solve problems

+ Help peers

+ Create communities
= Take responsibility

Universities increasingly value
leadership not because it appears

O Fesumes.

They value it because leadership
reflects character in action,

FAST FACTS

The previous generation The ability to ereate insight. Education is entering —
competed for information. The ability to solve problams, a new era, 13 18 NITs Al
This generation has Success will belong not 3
wnlinkted The ability to ask S 'ﬁw i Priority sectors Collaborating with CBSE expands Al and

i L better questions. g : covered under IIT Delhi for stsdent  computational thinking
B e B0t o thouc who discome the PM Research  mobility and research  nitiatives for school
The nest generation will 2 i

e — Mobammed Tstmall Chair Scheme partnerships students

compete on something else.

Editor, Republic Studeat

L L

5 Research
Key factors students  supagure boosts
should svaluate fi
employability in
beyvond placements i o

the future economy
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Global Degrees Are Coming to India.
Are Indian Students Ready for |

Global Standards?

By Mohammed lsmail

Editor, Republic Student

mast consequential transformations in its

I ndia stands at the threshold of one of the
educational history.

The arrival of internationally reputed universities
into the Indian higher-education landscape is not
meerely an expansion of institutional choices,

It & the beginning of a new educational
paradigm—one that may redefine how students
Jearn, how universities compete, and how
employers evaluate wlent.

As forelgn universities establish a presence
within Indis, students may soon gain access

1o edements of international education without
crossing national borders. Yet the most
significant change is unlikely to be the location
of campuses. The deeper transformation lies in
edugational expectations,

Globally competit it ingh
evaluate students on qualities that estend far
beyond examination performance. They seek
intellectual cursasity, eritical thinking, rsearch
aptitude, communication ability, leadership
potential, and the capacity to solve complex

im uncertain envi

il

Information has hecome abundant, Artificial
intelligence can retricve knowledge instantly.
Digital platforms provide access to edueational
content from virtally anywhere in the world,

As a resulk, the value of education is gradually
moving away from information acquisition and
toward knowledge application.

The students whe thrive in this emerging
environment will not necessarily be those who
memoarise the most Information. They will ke
those who demonstrate the greatest abilicy to
analyse, adapt, collaborate, and innovate,
Educational oppertunity is expanding.

The question now is whether students are
prepared to expand alongside it.

The future of higher education may not be
dretermined by who gains access, It may be

determined by who is prepared to make the
mast of that access.

Why International Universities
Value Questions More

FUTURE SKILLS REPORT SCHOLARSHIP TRACKER INTERMSHIP DESK

Thousands of Scholarships
Go Unclaimed Every Year

Five Skills That May
Matter More Than
Marks by 2030

CRITICAL THINKING
The abiliry to evaloate information
and identity rellable conclusians,

COMMUNICATION
The ahiliey to capress deas clearty
acrons written, verbal, and

‘ ‘ The students who benefit most from
India’s educational transformation
will be those who demonstrate the
greatest capacity to learn, adapt,
and innovate. 99

The Experience
Economy Has Arrived

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
OF THE DAY
Hyderabad Student '
Develops Al-Based
Attendance Solution

v j

A Class 12 student from Hyderabad has
created an Al-assisted attendance and
classroom analytics prototype designed
to help schools menitor engagement
and attendance patterns.

The project demonstrates an
important lesson.

Innovation is not restricted by age,

It is driven by curiosity.

As artificial intelligence becomes
increasingly integrated into education,
student-led innovation is expected

to become more commeaon.

BOOK OF THE DAY
“Mindset”
By Carol 8. Dweck

e CORE IDEA
Students who belisve
1 intelligence can be
ﬁ‘!(!l'ﬁse"mt developed consistently
¥
of YuCr: outperform thowe who
{ believe abifiies are fised.
& REPUBLIC STUDENT
TAKEAWAY
Soccess s not
taseyy,
‘:'T.'.\mn | determined by talent
—— alone, It 12 ahaped by

the willlngnoss to learn
continuously,

ST ABROAD WATCH

International Education
May Become More
Accessible

digital formats,
] 1 3 ADAPTABILITY = 8 = ; B -
Many students spend years mastering the art The capachy 1ok contin 1 Significant schotarchip funding often remains Universities increasingfy value experience
of anawering questions. The warld's leading in changing environments. urn iz beeause eligible students never apply. alongside academic achievement.
unfversities increasingly neward a different skill. Opportunities exiet for undergradoste, Emplayers do the same. The expanaon of foreign universities within
The ability to 2k better questions. zm"'“ ndmm postgradusnc * Recent lnternship apportunities announced India mac);'cr:.\be new P“':’WEN for globally
dersizadiog emonging COMMON REASONS by et Inglimtions olicr recagnined ediscation without requining
g 2 Boverni nsl exposure
Across researely intenshve Enstinutions, inquiry forms technologion, inchuding v B i gk e et students to relocate abroad,

the foundution of kurmimg. Students s encouraged arificial intelligence.

1o ch sttt fgate evi i . DeLu.nl |'m:pi.|'.ut|ml. with fnancial suppert, POTENTIAL BENEFITS
cxplore ambiguity. COLLABORATION = hliksing suswnenisin « NCST Intership P :  Reduced livi

Working effectively with d « Woak personal siatements miemship Programme: uced living costs
THE INQUIRY ADVANTAGE teams acrosa disciplines + Poor deadiine management F15,000 monthly stipend « International curriculum
Students who regularly ask: e colnmes REPUBLIC STUDENT ADVICE »!! Miniatzy of Womed & Child & Clobalfuchley cxnomute

PR Dievelopment Internship: = Collaborative research opportunities
. Why? Students shoud begin building: o Coghiriss ;
= Whatil? Experis predict these competencies will o Academic portfolio TRONTIEY- AP # Enhanced international mobiliy
* How? hacoeni [ncrensiagly v iskle ks intmitlan + Achievement record THE NEW REALITY :
o Vi evidenc ria this? transforms traditional job roles. Rt x S i . However, experts caution students 1o evaluate
suppal : sl Ents are no longer ¥ L] i carefislly. The quality of programmes,

aften develop stronger anabytical abilivies than those v WW“"-‘“_“P';HN“ solely through marks. faculty, research cubiure, and student support
wha facus enchusively on memorksation. + Scholarship calendar They are competing through systems remiain critical factors.
The future belongs to leamners whe remain curious. before epportunities appear. EXpeTitnces.

Prepared stadents identify opporunities faster.

PAGE 4 EDITORIAL FAST FACTS

The Future Will Reward Learners, e o edcaion ks
Not Just Graduates Preparcd leameesdo. = B 5 miiion
Internatianal universities, The students who thrive during “ The illiterate of the 21st century by 2030.
?:wmw ‘fm[" Bl iearning Research e wmwﬂz‘xﬂrm will not be those who cannot read MT;-‘ than 6.5 milmlndhn
ioalry P e : students are expected to
a studdon traecls afier walking  Artificial intelligence. peivileged. and write, but those who cannot enter higher education
throagh it Cilobal careers. ::ggiw‘::[ be the most learn, unlearn, and relearn. ’,’ by 2030, -
The warld ls entertng an era of Yot pportunities skins do aptabie. : Employers rank adaptability,
unprecodentzd cducational o0 ereale suecess. - Mohammed Ismall - Alvin Toffler z:[\:c;lu'l::g?nljﬁ::::ng the
eppostundry. Editor, Republic Student top akill3 for the future.
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Why Textbooks Still

Matter in the Age of Al

By Mohammed fsmail
Editor, Republic Student

he madern classroom is often

described through the language
of technology. Artificlal Intelligence.
Digieal platforms. Virtual learning
environments. Adaptive assessments.
Smart classrooms.
The future appears increasingly digital.
Yet a recent development invalving
delayed textbook distribution in
povernment schools serves as an
imiportant reminder that educational
progress s rarely as simple as
technological advancement.

For all the exciternent surrounding digital transformation,
education continues to depend upon structure. A textbaak is not

merely a collection of pages. It is a carcfully arganised leamning

At first glance, the issue appears
administrative. Books arrived late,
Distribution was delayed. Studenis
waited,

However, beneath this loglstical

challenge lies a decper educational
question.

pathway. It introduces concepts progressively, It provides
continuity between lessons. It crestes a common reference
point between teachers and students. Most importandy, it
encourages sustained engagement with ideas,

The digital age has dramatically expanded access to information.
Students can watch explanations online, search for answers
instantly, and interact with educational content from virtwally

anywhere. Yet access to information shoubd mot be confused

Can technology replace foundational
learning resources?

with learning. Learning requires sequence. Learning requires
reflection. Learning requires depth,

“The challenge facing modern education is not choosing between
texthooks and technology. It is understanding the role of each.

TEACHER'S DESK

Why Teachers Are Not
Afraid of Artificial
Intelligence

For much of the past two years, discusiions
surrounding artificial intelligence have bren
dorminated by a single question. WHL Al replace
teachers?
Yer many educators view the ssue differently. They
ise the kable capabilities of artificial
11 They also lse its limitati
o Al can explain concepta. Generate content.
Anpwer guestions. Summarise information
‘Whas it cannot fully replicate is human
understanding.
Students seek rennsarance. Encouragement.
Perspective. Interpretation. Trust,

The most memorable educational experiences
rarely emerge from information transfer alone.
They emerge from relationahips.

Technology may answer qi Teschers help
students understand which questions are worth
asking, That distinction may define the future of
education,

PAGE 5
EDITORIAL

powerful.
Yet one reality remains
remarkably eonstant,

Education is ultimately a

human endeavaur,

67%

of lsarning outcomes are
wtrangly influenced by neading
husbite and comprebension,

FAST FACTS

Scurce: OKCD eport 2034

Educational systems will continue
to evolve, Artificial intelligence
will becarne more sophiaticated,
Digital platforms will become mare

PARENT LENS

The New Educational
Divide

it Is No Longer About Devices.
It Is About Thinking.

For years, educational inoguality was discussed in
terms of access. Who had computersT Who had
Enternet connactivity? Who had digital resources?
These questions remain important,

Howover, a new divide Is beginning to emerge.

It is not technelogical. It is cognitive,

@ Twa stisdents may posseas kentical devices.

@ The same internet connection,

@ The same educaticnal resources.

@ Vet their oulcomes may differ dramatically.
Why? Because information is no langer searce.
Alrentbon s

The next educational divide may therefore have little
to do with technology itsell. It may depend upon the
capacity to think, And in an age saturated with
information, thinking may become the most valuable
skill af all.

Students remember teachers,
Mot algorithms.,

Students remember conversations.
Mot software updates,

Students remember moments
of encouragement. Not
technological specilications,

3x

Students with strong
weli-loarming skills are 3 times
mare lkely to adapt to futare
carcer changes.

Socaroe; Warkd foenomic fanum 2015

The Great School

Technology excels at

expanding access,
Texibooks ewcel at
creating structure.

Technology delivers
speed, Texthooks
cultivate discipline,

Technology encourages
exploration. Texthooks
encourage progression.
@ The strongest educational
systems of the future will
likely combine both.
The conversation sheuld therefare
mave beyond whether texthooks remain
relevant. The real question s whether
educational institutions can ensure that
‘every student has access to hoth
foundational resources and emerging
technelogies,

The future of learning is not digital
«or traditional. It is integrated.

falls upon infi re
administrative readiness.

Reopening Challenge

Why the First Two Weeks May Matter
More Than the Entire Year

When schools reopen after an extended break, the focus often

A, ¢ e

Yet educational experts understand that the most important
challenge is often invisibbe. Rebuilding momentun.

The reopening period represents mare than a returm to classrooms.

It repeesens a return to discipline. A retum 1o focus, A roturn o
intellectual engagement.

Research coniatenily demonatrates that the opening weeks of an
assdemic semion alten ixfluence atendance patlerns, elassronm
participation, reading habits, and overall academic performance
threugheut the year.

The strongest schools understand this reality. Their objective is
nat merely to ressume instrction. Their objective is 1o re-establish
Bearning culiere,

Beginnings shape momentum. And momentum shapes outcomes.,

COMMUNITY IMPACT

Libraries Are Quietly
Becoming Relevant Again
Reading Spaces. Real Growth.

As students spend more time consuming short-form
content, educators are rediscovering the importance
of reading spaces.

Sewveral schools and institutions are investing in
reading programmes, book clubs, and library
revitalisation efforts.

Because reading remains strongly linked to:
Vecabulary development

Q) critical thinking

@ Academic achievement

@ Communication skills

Libraries are not just buildings flled with books,
They are spaces where imagination expands, curiosity
grows, and ideas take shape.

In a woeld of endless scrolling, reading remains

an irreplaceable advantage.

The Future Classroom Will Still Need Humans

The future of education will
undoubtedly involve innovation.
But innovation should never be
mistaken for purpose.

The purpose of education remains

EDUCATION TECHNOLOGY WATCH

Al Education Is Moving

Into Earlier Grades
Building Responsible Al Citizens
From a Young Age

Policy discussions and curriculum development
efforts continee to push Al education into schoal
systems from younger grades, reflecting a broader
national effort to treat Al literacy as a foundational
skill rather than a specialised subject.

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR STUDENTS

Q Al is becoming as basic as reading and writing.
@ The focus is on understanding, not just usage.
a Ethics, safety, and responsibility are central.

Q The question is no longer: “Should students
Bearn AI?” The question is: “How should
schools teach Al responsibly?”

The earlier the foundation, the stronger
the future.

(14

Technology can accelerate leaming.
Only peaple can inspire it.

To develop thoughtful
individuals capable of
understanding themselves,
contributing to society, and
improving the world around

~ Mohammed Ismail

unchanged. Editor, Republic Student
them.
70% 15 Days 82%
af stadenas sy they learn The frst twn weeks afier @ of teachers say librarics
et when trachars connect schoel roopening can st the skgnificandly Impreve student
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THE ATTENTION ECONOMY: Why the Brain Learns
Why Focus May Become the Most Through Struggle, Not Comfort
Valuable Skill of the 21st Century

By Mohammeed Ismail 2
Editor, Republic Srudent

F of most of hisman history, knowladge

One of the most misunderstood aspects of
learning is the belief that learning should
always feel easy.

Neuroscience suggests the apposite.
The brain develops maost effectively when
it is challenged.

wias scarce. Books were limited,
Information travelled slowly. Education
was largely defined by access,
Today, the situation has reversed. Information
s everywhere, Students carry access to more
knowledge in thelr pockets than entire
unlveraities possessed 5 generation ago.

Learning oocurs when existing mental
medels are insufficient and the brain
is forced to construct new connections.

This process Is naturally uncomfortable,
Confusion frequently precedes
understanding, Efort frequently
precedes mastery. Mistakes fraquently

Yet poradoxically, learning has not become

easior. In many respects, it has become improveent;

meore difficult.

The challenge i no longer access to i The P are not rily

information. The challengs Is attention. —_ thase who avoid difficulty. They are
THE ATTENTION CRISIS IN NUMBERS those who remain engaged despite it.

Modern students navigate a world desi
T stu navigate a igned Because it is in struggle that the brain grows,

far

F P

to compete relentlessly for thelr focus.
Notifications interrupt concentration. ‘ @E /}
Algorithms rewsrd distraction. Digiral — Il.l
g THE LEARNING PARADOX
8 98  47%  23%

Educational peychologists increasingly

describe attention as the foundation of SECONDS NOTIFICATIONS L 3
learning itself. A, PER DAY of students say | improvement in Struggle Challenge Adaptation Learning
The fubire may not belong to students who atiention apan in | Average mumber ions | learning Createss —» Creates —» Creates = Creates
cokioina the s Tufcmicion. 1wy thediginles | ofnotifications | makeitdificult | when studenis Challenge Adaptation Learning Confidence
belong to those who can concontrate an {down from 12 recelved by a to complete practioe focus:

the right information for the longest period seconds in 2000) teenager academic tasks training —— —

of time.

In an age of endless distraction, focus is
becomlng a compeidve advancige. €6 Attention is the rarest and purest form of generosity.
And competitive advantages tend 1o become

increasingly valuable when they become =Sithonie Well
Envcressingly rars,
BRAIN LAB DIGITAL GENERATION EDUCATION TREND WATCH REPUBLIC STUDENT REFLECTION
: The Most Al Can Generate Answers. Physical Education Is The Difference Between
P
Underrated Academic Tool Can Students Still Returning to the Centre Information and
Generate Thought? of Learning Understanding
DEEFP SLEEP v
c L Information Understanding
Comaldan tells you that 55 eaplaing why
something it is true,
- is true,
y LIGHT SLEEP
|..|L.._-.u.-.=|.-:.a| & Information Understanding
Cognalive can be # Q miast be
i Y. Al is a powerful educational tool. It can explain, dewnioaded. developed,
During sleep, the brain performs eritical functions summarise, and generate ideas in seconds. Policy moves across India are renewing focus
that support kearning and memory. But the  education is nat hysical edueation, school nd th g
purpose of education is not to produce on physical education, school sports, and the . 7T -
« Information acquired during the day is consolidated, anwers: M-t o develop Wainking: effective use of playground infrastructure. it % Noderscintng
L ARFWErS generaies
= Meural connections are strengthened. e betier
sty BT R s ot st vy o o8
The consequences of sleep deprivation: o« Provide inf j % Think independentl @ Improves attention and concentration
0 Redisced concentration « Generate suggeations X Uncleratund conbest (“. s snal wellbal Information Understanding
@ Impaired memary + Explain concepts X Replace judgeement L SUPPOStE nplitia is abundant. ¢ is rare.
@ Slower decision-making « Support learning ® Develop character Enhances cognitive performance
@ Lower emational HipLMiPS £ Builds teamwark and leadership
€ Decreased scademic performance - The future economy will reward
- [ Healthy bo'dles suppart. understanding. Because information
More sleep is not a waste of time. a Use Al to expand thought. lh'“-m'f m"'!d"' Education is becoming free. Understanding
It is an investment in learning. Never use it to replace thought. 1 !Wt_nnly intellectual. remains rare.
| T il i It is biological.
PAGE 6 EDITORIAL .
The Future Belongs to Deep Thinkers 56
The modern world rewards speed. Knowledge matters, The students who flourish in the In a distracted world, Depth is not Oppﬁsjte
Education should continue But wisdom matters more, coming decades will not necessarily depth may become the
rewarding depth. be those who know the most facts, ultimate advantage, to ‘CCh-nOIOEY'
Students are growing up in an era Information matters, x
where answers are available But understanding They will be those who can focus ! Depth is what makes
instantly. The danger is not mallers more. deeply, think independently, learn — Mohammed Ismail t&ch.l'l.oldgy meaningfu].
ignorance. The danger is i ly, and adapt intellj Iy. Editor, Republic Student
superficiality.

2 FOCUS DEEPLY READ DAILY MOVE OFTEN SLEEP WELL THINK TOGETHER Q REFLECT DAILY
= w Block distractions. Reading strengthens Physical activity 7-8 hours of slesp O Discusaion and ', Reflection tums
é E Deep wark far vocabulury, empathy, H impraves mood, Emproves leaming, & debate deepen experience it
m 9 AS-60 minutes ¥ and analytical focus, and memoey, and understanding learning and

P., bullds mastery. thinking. memary. emutianal balance. and perpective. wisdom.

Sowrces: INESTD Global Education Monbioring Report 2004, DECEH Learming Composs 2000, WO Health Promoting Schooks Framawori, Natioal Reading Panel Report. NITT Aoywg Edwcation Policy Review 2006,
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The Loneliness Generation:
Why Students Have Never Been
More Connected Yet Feel More Alone

By Mohammed Ismail
Edlitor, Republic Student

CIVILIZATION |

ADERSHIP | SOCIAL INTELLIGENCE |

THE CONNECTION PARADOX

95%

of tecnagers are online daily.

THE FUTURE WORLD

LEADERSHIP DESK

Why Character Is
Returning to the Centre
of Education

INTEGRITY
COURAGE EMPATHY

RESPECT

45%
of students feel lonely
at least sometimes.

HONESTY
uman history has never witnessed
4 generation as connected as today's
entudeints. Messapes travel instantly.
Friendhips exist across continents,
Information flows continuously. Social
media platforms create the appearance
of constant interaction.

RESPONSIBILITY

Enowledge alone is no longer sufficient. The
world i ingly d ds it

7.5

hours average daily time
Spent On screens.

Every day, students encounter decisions
involving technolagy, information, ethics,

Yet beneath this unprecedented privacy, communication, and responsibility.
connectivity lies a paradox increaslngly

discussed by peychologists, sociologists,

Consequently, schools around the world are
rediscovering an anclent educational objective.

56%

educators, and public-health researchers o
B ; : ; ; say digital life makes O ety
Modern students often intersct with hundreds of individuals online el Ot sabiis Hafdis 0 Responsibility
Wi i biie e while having very few spaces where they can express uncertainty, %
ills E I 5 pnri s : “E vulnerability, or authentic thought without judgement. o hmpalhy
greater feelings of isolation despite being @ Coirage
surrounded by digital o Edu gystems have trad) Ely focused on devel “ . = - 7
The coming decade may require equal attention to social development. Loneliness is not bemg alone e Humilily

The iesue is not the ahsence of Thee sbility to form relationships, sustain trust, collaborate meaningfully, Itis feell.ng invisible in a world These qualities rarely appear on report cards,

communication. It is the absence of and build communities may become one of the defining competences that never stops talking. Yet they often determine the quality of
meaningful connection. af human flourishing. leadership later in life.
— Johann Hari

Technology can connect devices, Only people can connect lives. The strongest institutions of the future may
not be those that produce the smartest
graduates, They may be those that produce

the wisest ones.

GLOBAL SOCIETY

The Next Great Skill
Is Cultural Intelligence

The futwers workforce will not merely be global,
Tt will be intereannected.

Success requires mone than technical expertise.
It reqquires cultural intelligence,

©
(=
@)

The future may increasingly reward
cooperative skills,

CAREER TRUTH

The Most Dangerous Career
Question Students Ask

Srudents often ask:
“Which course has the highess salary?

Understand perspectives
different from your own.

Communicate respectiully
across differences.

Mavigate complexity
without hostiliry,

The more useful question may be:
“What problems am [ willing to spend the
next twenty years solving®

Sustainable carcers are built where
intenest, capability, and opportunity intersect,
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MEDIA LITERACY SPECIAL

Can Students Still
Recognise Truth in the
Age of Infinite Information?

Information ks sbundant. Verification is difficuli.

Critical thinking is no longer simply an
acaclarnic skill. Ie is a survival skill

ASK THE RIGHT QUESTIONS
W Wha ereated this?
+f Why was it created?
~' What evidence supports it?
+' What information is missing?

The challenge is no lenger finding
information. The challenge is
evaluating information,

CAREER BY NUMBERS

B9%

Shalis

HUMAN BEHAVIOUR

Why Attention Is

Becoming the World's Most
Expensive Resource

Every application. Every platform. Every
notification. Every recommendation.
Compete for the same finite resaurce.

@ Protect your attention.

@ Invest it intentionally.

® Direct it towards what matters.

Those who control their attention
increasingly control their future.

What Employers Increasingly Value

o @

87%

Communication  Problems Salvieg  Adapatality

AbsEry

Bl%

Tearmwoek

O

| Technical knowledige remains impartant. Human skills are becoming increasingly valushie,

Scwros: Wierkd Econseic Fiarum, Fursre of Jots Repors 2005

78%
Digital Litezacy

CIVIC INTELLIGENCE

Democracy Needs Informed
Citizens, Not Just Educated
Individuals

Healthy societies depend upon informed
citizens capable of participating thoughtfully
in public life.

Learn how institutions function,
Evaluate evidence. Discuss disagreements
respectiully.

..' The future of democracy may
w depend as much on education

as the future of employement.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
OF THE DAY

Hyderabad Students
Develop Community
Reading Initiative

A group of senior secondary students in
Hyderabad has [aunched a volunteer-
driven reading initiative.

Storytelling sessions, peer mentoring. and
community reading circles are helping
younger children build stronger reading
halbits,

Leadership is not defined by age.
It is defined by action.

CAMPUS ENTREPREMEURSHIP

Why Student Startups Are Becoming
University Success Stories

o

and induntry partnembips.

T6% Entreprencurship teaches students:
Continuous " Risk assesyment
Learning Misdset P Nendanlp
~* Financial lierasy
+' Probilem-solving
+' Resilience

Universities ane encournging entreprencarship through
imcubatien centres. innevation challenges, starup grants,

The Future Crisis May Not Be Technological

Most discussbons sbout the future focus on

EDITORIAL

“ Education is not just the

They strugghe becasse human belngs fail 2 =
" preparation for life.

Tt requires thowghtfisl citivens,

artificial imelligence. Automation. Robotics. to adapt wisely, Compassiorate leaders,

Digital transformation, These developments g cp i o s Independent thinkers Education is life itself.

i shilled profesolonals. And i capable af = Mohammed Ismail
Bt history suggests that societies ranely et bR

struggle because of technalogy alane, Editor, Republic Student
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The Race to Build Human Capital:

Why Education Has Become a
National Competitiveness Strateg;

GLOBAL EDUCATION

By Mohammed Ismail
Editor, Republic Stedent

or much of modern history, nations
competed through natural resources,
industrial sutput, and military strength.

Taday, the most important competition is increasingly
taking place elsewhere—inside classrooms, across
universities, within research Inboratories, and through
the development of human potential.

The upcaming NITI Aayeg Governing Councl discussions
place significant ermphasis on incusive human development,
sklll devel and lang fomal eapability building.
These priorities reflect @ growing recognition that future
eoonomic growth will depend heavily upon education,
innovation, and talent development.

This shift s transforming education from a seclal servi
a strategic national asset.

Thee twemnty-first century economy rewards knowledpe-
intensive sectors—Artificial Intelligence, Scmmﬂdumrﬁ.
Blotechnology, Ad d Manufacturing, Green Technol
and Diigital Infrastructure.

uni Innevation netwerk

i b
v P L

development pipelines,

Success within these sectors depends less on physical resouroes

and s iliny,
meore o heman capabiliry proportion of their population's potential.

Faor students, this reality carries an important message.
Education is no longer simply a pathway to individual success.

It is becoming a driver of national transformation.

International Research Beyond Degrees:

Collaboration Is Becoming Research Fellowships

a Competitive Advantage Are Emerging as
New Pathways

A Bengaluru university secured a research grant
exceeding ¥1 crore through the Ministry of Education's
SPARC programme to strengthen collaboration
between Indian institutions and leading global
universities,

A growing ecosystem of fellowships, internships,
and research opportunities is creating alternative
pathways for academic and professional growth.
Recent opportunitios include:
Ministry-supparted Indian Knowledge
Systems rescarch roles

Public-paliey internships

Modern research i ingly tr ds i
and national boundaries. Scientific breakthroughs
often emerge through collaboration. Innavation

i Iy depends upon ipli

Government fellowship programmes
v expertise,

Research assistantships

0000 O

Faculty-mentored summer
rescarch initiatives

The future researcher may collaborate
across continents without leaving campus.

s

{

I offer
increasingly valuable—exposure.

DATA POINT

India’s Higher Education in Numbers
(2026 Projection)

0 4.3 Crores Enled in Higher Educasion

BOOK OF THE DAY
“The Courage to Be Disliked”
By Ichiro Kishimi & Fumitake Koga

o THE
@ 1,150+ Universities {\\M COURAGE

) - TO BE
{0 45,000+  Colleges - DISLIKED

Giross Enrcdment Ratio (GER)

O n%
@ 3:2%

Republic Stadent Insight

Cme ol the greatest ehallenges facing madern students

is the preasure of comparison,

This book explores an alternative perspective—freedom
begins when individuals stop allowing external validation
te determine their sense of worth.

A pawerful Tessan in an age dominated by rankings,
stores, and seclal comparison.

The Future Is Being Written Right Now

Increase in Research Publications
(2015-2026)

Seurve: Minitry of Edecation, AFSHE 200415, Varioe Rrpuets

FINAL EDITORIAL
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Countries are increasingly investing in research ecosystems,
and talent

The strongest nations of the fubure may not be those with the
largest populations. They may be those that develop the greatest
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Access Is Expanding.
Equity Remains the Challenge.

m unesco

Global Education Moniroring Report

2026

The 2026 Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report highlights
a central challenge facing education systems worldwide: increasing

o into access while ensuring cquitable opportunities for all learmers.

Educational participation has expanded dramatically over recent
decades, Yet disparities continue to exist across regions, income
groups, genders, and communitics,

The report reinforces a critical lesson: Educational progress cannot
be | salely by True progress requiires

| learning apy ities, quality instruction, and equitable
access to educational ressurces,

i

For students, the implication is profound. The future of education
is mot merely about expanding opportunities. It is about ensuring that
opportunities reach everyone,

GLOBAL CLASSROOM STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT
OF THE DAY

What Indian Students Can

Learn From International Kerala's Result Day Reflects
Education Debates the Power of Academic
Persistence

Education reform is not unigue to India.

Thousands of students across Kerala are
receiving their Plus One examination results
today, marking an important milestone in their
educational journcys,

Aeress the world, governments are grappling with
questions surrounding funding, affordability, access,
quality, and accountability.

Recent demonstrations in Belgium against proposed
higher-education reforms [llzsrtrate how deeply
sociehes care about educational policy and public
investment in learning.

Behind every result lHes a story—muonths of
preparation, moments of uncertainty, personal
prowth, and academic resilience.

Students are not merely recipients
of education systems.
Tlvcy are s::l:fl’mlders w

Results matter.
Learning matters more,

NEWS IN BRIEF
India and Australia launch new
skills partnership to boost
vocational education,

(1%

QUOTE GF THE M\‘

19

“Education is the most
powerful weapon which
you can use to change
the world.”

~ Nelson Mandela

15RO and 1ITs collaborate on next:
generation space research projects.

U'N announces glabal initiative ta
promote digital literacy for all
students by 2030,

Delhi Metro to offer short-term
skill eourses for students and
warking professicnals,

Students often imagine the future Ewvery generation inherits & world Their success will not depend Aned the willingness to continue The future belnngs 1o those
as & distant destination, shaped by those who came before, solely upon intelligence, learning long afier formal R Yot
In reality, the future (s being It alsa leaves behind a world e L education ends. © learn relentiessly,
comstrueted every diy. Hispod by its oen choieey, o _NW' o ' adapt courageously, and
uriosity, p e g
Iiide Mk The students reading lDd:wl:w'II s The future is not waiting. lead responsibly.
1 n becorme 8 TS, 3
Inside libraries. entrepreneurs, teachers, scientists, Wosdanm It is already being written, = Mohammed Ismail
Inaide laboratories, g

pollcymakers, innovators, and

Inside eomversations. citizens,

Editor, Republic Student




